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“ Following is sanitized intelligence information which 

_ you should begin immediately feeding to' ICC and using in 

lUr /; ' ; j « ... „ . "" 

discussions with Souvanna, British and French in manner your 

r > J % /V % » ■ „ ^ 

' 4 '■ • " .• ’ f - ^ .... 

RMR discretion. Primary objective is to stir ICC into action 

7i ZT<. ■ /;• •• - - r ..... 

conducting investigations in sensitive areas x as soon as 

. •> . . ... 

possible after Oct* 7* You should i. also use pertinent 

portions with press to stimulate stories to effect some at 

* * 

least of Viet Minh have withdrawn or in process doing so* 

(Your answer our query this subject just received and this 

gX HX±±jfcHfcftTra constitutes authorization proceed as you request) 

you could give 

We expect that after use with ICC and others/entire report to 

* ' • ■ * 

4 

press on background basis to obtain widest possible coverage 
in days immediately preceding Oct* 7* 

BEGIN TEXT. The Case Against North Vietnam in Laos* 

’ * * ... 

Our intelligence indicates that North Vietnamese troops are 
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'"still- in Laos and that some are preparing to stay, there after the 
-'’V' October deadline for withdrawal of all foreign troops. The North 


mi C\ \ . ‘ 


Vietnamese, however, have been covertly moving their troops from 


: I •: ' r < V 


> ■* » 
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'certain positions in the north and central portions of Laos. Generally, 

■h- .'t-d'.- -sy;. Lr.:' c- * * 

K-^theae positions are near or shared with neutralist troops and are not 

' i £>ne r • v'pu ’ ? .-<y/ * ps* ^defense? - ** 7 " r~ r * •».$i 

^ibttfatefiically significant to the/dF-f enxa of Pathet Lao redoubts and 



/ t o''’' P? & orK. ^ v " ' * 

^'soma North Vietnamese troops have been covertly withdrawn from this 

• yeo-..‘ • r M-'V O'- ” >y= : ; " 

- " ■ Tn Jni v it was renorted that a battalion had moved east 


• t . * " • < •’ C -} •* ^ ■’ 
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' ‘area/ 'In late July it was reported that a battalion had moved east 

•-i ■"-/=• b «»n v -> ■’ atr ’ ft .?<* r«> otT'*cr r • -p 

-from Nam Tha and that the North Vietnamese were shipping materiel out 

' , \ . • -r v y -* . r^O * % J * *• r.t f : •>.♦ » " T c;~*v?r. 


.. ■'of Ham Tha on Soviet aircraft. However, recent reports from the area 
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Indicate that elements of another North Vietnamese battalion are still 
;w- ■ ' 'f.’.r-- •" ^ £•'* v,T s' s '• 

cased around Nam Tha and Huong 3ai. A tribal leader who traveled 

“Jitiirough the area in late August reported these North Vietnamese forces 
'.vwere assisting the Pathet Lao in recruiting activities. Ground observers 

’’f . + . : '*•••' • T * 'r *■ T ~ •* -v. ; r jr*T ■*>t • >'W r, Y ‘ t • 1 - *T ' ^ 

VpiSitinue to report that the North Vietnamese, both at Nam'Tha and at 
Jha. Huong Sai, are receiving supplies in Soviet aircraft. For example, 
fourteen such aerial resupply missions were flown by Soviet aircraft 


' 1 . r *- . ^ 


during the seven-day period .between 20 and 26 Sept, These, flights, by 
^u-14 aircraft, had. a cargo ; capability to deliver as much^a^ ^5 tons. 




trim Neua , Region , v. There has been little to indicate that any North 

1 A 

ohrinmeae have Jwithdrawn from the Pathet Lao stronghold in Sam Net 


-•provinoe and there is ample evidence that at least one 
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battalion — including artillery— is still operating in the ££bx±hee 
province • 

orisis* 

During most of the Laotian/iue±s±t the North Vietnamese- maintained 
•••a " joint military headquarters with the Pathet Lao. in.Khang Xhay. In 

■ August, residents of Khang'Khay’ reported that this headquarters was 

^out.' *‘lt' subsequently" reappeared in Sam-Neua where its presence 

- -r si ' f - • ‘ ■ v* - - £•• Tp ** ’ 

en.reported by qualified' observers 'as recently es 20 c Sept. 

During August, Meo tribesmen in Sam Neua and Xieng Xhcuasig 

’ V. • __ 

. r “ 

‘ „ * < 

provinces were repeatedly under heavy attack by combined Pathet Lao 

• * 

, t * 

and North Vietnamese forces. For example, one unit of Me os near Sam 

— * 

Neus^townwas hit on 10 August by a force of three North Vietnamese 

• . s 

* ‘ - 1 ' T : 

•; companies and the three Pathet Lao companies • These forces attacked 

• r \ * * * t % * * 

the Meos with artillery and mortar fire. 




On 23 August, a North Vietnamese force with a reported strength of 


200 attacked a Meo position in Xieng Khoujtag province north of the 
Plaine des Jarres. Other engagements involving North Vietnamese troops 
in Xieng Khouang and Sam Neua provinces took place on 20 August, 24 
August, 31 August, and 3 September. 

Plaine des Jarres -Van^ Vlera-Tha Thom R eg ion . In this area, 
the Nox'th Vietnamese have been circumventing the Geneve provisions for 
supervised withdrawal by covertly withdrawing technicians and support 

personnel for several months. Between 500 and GOO North Vietnamese 

* ; * 

technicians left Laos in late June and early July, according to a former 

French resident of the Plaine des Jarre.*, However, many Laotians 
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hove come to Vientiane from the Plaine des Jarres reporting the 

* 

'' continued presence of North Vietnamese there and in the more inacceasi- 

T * 

"ble areas to the east and :outh. One auoh report stated that the 


* neutralist headquarters ot Khanr. Khay had instructed subordinate 
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fca In’ aid- August to submit September supply requirements 
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^Several^ GOurcOa .Iisve' rcoorted that North Vietnamese '-are concealed 


^ * 

^i^along'Rou 


^ ' - - ■ ;r 1 r. k . * r' r- -« K * ' T 

be 7 between Ban Ban and the North 'Vietnamese border. Those 


> .. j -<* t ' 

l ' ■" ;r • . 

v ‘ ' fc* ‘ , "* ' 

-*who have been in this area recently strata that the North Vietnamese 

. ^ • • •*• 

are hot "organized as battalions but are dispersed among Pathet Lao 
‘'forces. According to other reports there arc North Vietnamese 
troops similarly dispersed in the area east of Tha Thom around the 
“village Eof Huong Hoc. 


v»< • q 


' Central Laos . On 20 August , 2Fj trucks carrying North Vietnamese 


troops were seen going east on Route 12 from IThommarath. There is 
considerable evidence, however, that the North Vietnamese by no 
means have withdrawn completely from central Laos. A Laotian officer, 

, i 

stationed in Ilhocimarafch, stated on 26 September that the North 
Vietnamese a v;ere still in Savannakhet and Khammouane provinces and 
that they were with the Pathet Lao. 

Villagers in Khammouane province have reported that 300 North 
Vietnamese are in the jungles a few miles northeast of 1-1 ah ax ay and, 
on 3 September, another North Vietnamese force of several hundred 
North Vietnamese was reported khh moving east from Kliam Keut to new 
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positions between Ban Nape and the North Vietnamese border. 

Southern Laos , There is no evidenoe that the North Vietnamese have 
withdrawn any troops from Tchepone or from the corridor area further 
, - south in Laos. A Lao who recently arrived in Vientiane from Tchepone 

'ly*' 

■ >orted that some 200 North Vietnamese stationed at the Tchepone 

'field put .on Pa that Lao uni£oms,..in -roid-Augus-V. - . 

H Tchepone '' Is an important base not only for North Vietnamese and 

-^•^ v >athot 5 Lao forces in lower Laos - but also for infiltrators going to 

* * ? * . 

* ‘ ^ ^ ... . ^ . | , - • • « r - * — f ^ y r ^ ^ ^ 

- the Viet Sb;1b Cong in Gouth Vietnam,' 1 Kunitions, food, and gkfrK d it 

'other supplies are carried to Tchepone regularly by Soviet' aircraft 

• • *^7: • • . ...... . . .... .. .. .. t ... seven • 

'‘i -r^f lying from 0 North Vietnamese bases J~ ’ Again, using r a'Si ingle day 

.. -''i. ‘.-V * ♦ -r i s ■»* 

-..7. -'^••period 'as an example, eight such missions uere flown to Tchepone-' 
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< ' between 20 and 26 September. /Eteas flights, by LI-2 aircraft, had a 
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Further south, in 


is of supplies during that perio 
Saravane and Attopeu provinces. 


- clashes between General Phourai's troops and combined Pathet Lao- 

. 1 **■ * - • ^ 7 

North Vietnamese forces were reported in late July and early August. 

A Lao resident of this area has reported that North Vietnamese 

tactics were much as they, have^ been elsewhere^in Laos— the Naa&kk North 

Vietnamese would storm a position, then withdraw, turning the area 
. . ... - . explCitatipn,. 

over to the Pathet Lao for polltloal /gxffinlfcfc a " " This resident 
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had observed personally the North Vietnamese soldiers.' 

t . . 

Conclusion . Certainly no“ more 1 than three* and 'probably no 

v • 

more than two of the eleven North Vietnamese battalions previously 
■ //' r accepted 

-VfVr* 


- 

... ■ r .-.r ' . 

*’ A 4 


r ~ "T " J.TTT' 

w— 77 CONFIDENTIAL 7 7';:;: 


• . V 4 - 



telegram 


Amemba^sy VIENTIANE NX ACT 


.*«•>*. «: uurwi 


accepted In Laos have been completely withdrawn 83 of 26 September. 

On the basis of all available evidence. It would appear that one 

battalion may have gone from llhommarath and that another, composed 

of personnel from the Plair.e des Jarre3 - Vang Yleng - Ths Thoui 
s .... , • . . tiudx third 

areas, has departed. A/fchRid may possibly have been withdrawn 


■ 3 


-‘l.from the ETam Tha area. 

y . • ' 
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Between 4,000 and 5,000 North v Vietnamese military technicians 

and instructors wore estimated to be in Laos, assigned to neutralist 

• * * * 

and Pathot Lao units and to various support functions. Of these, 

r . ... 

as many as 1,000 may have departed. Thus the total strength of 
Nprth Vietnamese forces in Laos tjaajr non -be between '7,000-3,60®. 
gidi Furthermore, it now appears’ that some, if not all. North Vietnam- 
ese combat units remaining in Laos are being fragmented into cadre 
groups and integrated with the Pathet Lao. Thus, North Vietnamese 
units ±nx JfczH in Laos may lose their individual identity within a 


few e weeks. 
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